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YOUR HOMES HUM OUR SONGS

We warmly invite you to participate in a series of exhibitions entitled Your Homes Hum Our Songs, held within
the framework of the programme of the Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange (NAWA) — International
Scientific Event at the World Expo 2025 in Osaka, Kansai.

The project “Your Homes Hum Our Songs’ deals with the complex relationships between place and identity, place
and memory. It asks a question about the conditions for the emergence and the durability of a bond with ‘one’s own
place’. It tells the stories of people who live in or leave their places of residence — whether by necessity or choice —
during periods of violent change and transgression, both on an individual and a social scale. It is a story of specific
types of migration, more inward-looking than towards other countries and lands of plenty. The project also addresses
the issues of cultural dispossession, alienation and spiritual homelessness that accompany many forms of migration.

The impetus for the project was a several-minute video recording that was part of an exhibition at the Ainu
Museum in Shiraoi, Hokkaido. The video shows an elderly woman in traditional dress who hums a simple, poignant
story in a dispassionate voice in the darkness. She sings about the destruction of her settlement by the imperial army,
about death, horror and the endless emptiness that filled the survivors and their world forever.

The old woman’s song seems to transcend the walls of the museum — it hovers over the forest wetlands of
Hokkaido, circles between abandoned and newly built houses, emerges from the ventilation ducts of government
offices, whispers from the speakers of old radios and dormant laptops.

The basic questions that the artists deal with concern the loss or diminishing of the sense of belonging to a specific
place, a territory. Is it possible to feel like a stranger in your ‘own’ place? In what situations does a house ‘disappear’
even though it is still the only place on earth?

Contemporary forms of migration often go beyond the boundaries of settlements and continents - they are the
result of a radical redefinition of the very concept of home, which today can mean not just a point on the map, but an
entire universe in its infinity.

In addition to the relationships between people and their ‘own place’, the focus of this project is, obviously,
the place itself - the place that is being abandoned, the place that is being left behind, the place that is disappearing.
The place where all voices will soon fall silent, but where the quiet song of the old woman of Shiraoi will still be heard.
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CURATORS: Aleksandra Janik, Przemek Pintal, Wojciech Pukocz
EXHIBITIONS: Aizumi Art Museum, Yuga Gallery
RECEPTION: Aizumi Museum, Saturday 30 August 2025, 16:00-18:00

Venue: Aizumi Art Museum
1st and 2nd Floor Galleries

2-5 Aizumicho, Shinjuku-ku
Tokyo 160-0005, Japan

Exhibition dates:

Wednesday 20 August — Sunday 31 August 2025
Opening hours: 11:00-17:00

Closed: Mondays and Tuesdays

Venue: Yuga Gallery

Tokyo University of the Arts % TOKYO
12-8 Ueno Park, Taito-ku

Tokyo 110-8714, Japan  ~ GEIDAI

Exhibition dates:
Monday 18 August — Monday 1 September 2025
Opening hours: 11:00-17:00



